
Dear Writer/Editor/Producer:

	 Are you searching for a credible, authoritative voice on legal and business issues surrounding use 
of complementary and alternative medicine (such as chiropractic, acupuncture, massage therapy, herbal 
medicine, and mind-body therapies) by the public? 

MICHAEL H. COHEN is a thought leader in complementary and alternative  
medicine legal and business issues.  He is an authority on the intersection of medicine, 
business, law, and the healing power of spirituality in the new healthcare.

	 Michael is an attorney and Harvard University professor who specializes in the integration of 
complementary and alternative medicine into mainstream health care.  He writes the Complementary and 
Alternative Medicine Law Blog, which informs clinicians, hospitals and other health care organizations, 
medical schools and medical spas, lawyers, regulators, corporations, and the public about the legal and 
business issues involved in bridging conventional care with complementary and alternative medicine.  
Michael has published numerous articles and ground-breaking books in the ýeld, and has represented 
clients spanning the globe. 

	 Known internationally for his authoritative guidance on legal and business issues involved in 
bridging complementary and conventional, mainstream medicine, Michael has spoken to over 100  
audiences, including physicians at top medical schools (Harvard, Stanford, Columbia, and Johns Hopkins); 
hospitals and health care systems (Kaiser, MGH and Banner Health); professional societies; policymak-
ers and government-related organizations; legal institutions; specialty audiences; and business groups. 
Michael intrigues audiences in an engaging manner that unites medicine, business, law, and spirituality, 
making complex concepts accessible to all.

	 Michael is available for interviews on television and in radio, newspapers and magazines, web-
casts and other media and for speaking engagements, on topics including:

	 •	 When Patients Insist on Complementary and Alternative Medicine: 
		  4 Ways to Help Legally Protect Your Clinical Practice or Hospital
	 •	 Developing a Legally Defensible Business Model in New Wellness Paradigm: 5 Liability
 		  Management Tips for Medical Spas, Integrative Care Clinics, and Holistic Health Businesses 
	 •	 7 Steps to Ensure Your Right to Alternative Medicine as a Patient: 
		  Negotiating with Doctors, Hospitals and Insurers

Please let us know if you would like to brainstorm ideas for a story, bylined article, feature, or segment, or 
if you would like me to arrange for you to speak with Michael H. Cohen directly. 

Sincerely yours,

Publicity Department
Law Ofýces of Michael H. Cohen
Voicemail: (949) 209-8962
www.michaelhcohen.com  



Michael’s Message
Many of  our world’s many health care tra-
ditions can unlock emotional and spiritu-
al, as well as physical, doors to well-being. 
This unlocking function is vital if  human-
ity is to choose fulþllment and transcen-
dence, over destruction and oblivion. 
Therefore health care, and the regulatory 
framework governing its delivery, must 
not only protect patients from unwise 
choices and dangerous practitioners, but 
as importantly, give people informed ac-
cess to the full spectrum of  healing choic-
es, thus recognizing not only the shadow 
aspects of  human nature, but also our po-
tential for transformation, freedom, and 
psychological and spiritual evolution. 

Transforming our World 
Michael’s message is not only about ‘health 
care reform;’ more broadly, it is a call to trans-
form our world.  As a lawyer who is deeply  
ensconced in healing, Michael work is not 
law but about consciousness; not about 
lobbying to change a particular legal rule, 
but rather about bringing awareness to the 
way legal rules embody certain collective 
choices about our health. In other words, 
the law simply codiþes the way we perceive 
ourselves are merely physical machines, to 
be repaired through technological adjust-
ments, or as carrying transformational 
possibilities and higher ideals, such as the 
capacity for universal love, that manifest 
in the way we use our physical, emotional, 
and spiritual intelligence. As a lawyer, Mi-
chael believes the law must move beyond 
its narrow focus on preventing the worst 
of  human behavior, and also open up to 
embracing the possibility for human trans-
formation.  As a healer, trained in ministry 
and energy healing, Michael believes we 
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are at a critical juncture in human history 
where our capacity for transformational 
love will either yield to apocalyptic de-
struction, or blossom into a whole new 
level of  being for humankind in a globally 
integrated web of  souls.

Biography
Michael H. Cohen is Principal in the 
Law Ofþces of  Michael H. Cohen. He is  
Adjunct Assistant Professor of  Health 
Law & Policy at Harvard School of  Public 
Health, where he teaches “Complementary 
& Alternative Medicine: Health Law and 
Policy.” Previously, he was appointed As-
sistant Professor of  Medicine at Harvard 
Medical School, and served as a Fortieth 
Anniversary Senior Fellow at Harvard Di-
vinity School.  He was also Consultant to 
the Institute of  Medicine Committee on 
Use of  CAM by the American Public.  
Michael has spoken to more than 100 audi-
ences including physicians at top medical 
schools (Harvard, Stanford, Columbia, and 
Johns Hopkins); hospitals and health care sys-
tems (Kaiser, MGH and Banner Health); pro-
fessional societies; policymakers and govern-
ment-related organizations; legal institutions; 
specialty audiences; and business groups. 
He has published numerous articles and 
ground-breaking books such as Healing at 
the Borderland of  Medicine and Complementary 
and Alternative Medicine: Legal Boundaries and 
Regulatory Perspectives. 
As an attorney, he represents physicians, 
nurses, psychologists, chiropractors, heal-
ers, hospitals, health care clinics, health spas,  
entrepreneurs, and corporations.  
Visit his blog, Complementary & Alternative 
Medicine Law Blog: www.CamLawBlog.com

ñMichaelôs work unquestionably stands 
with that of other luminaries such as 
Rachel Naomi Remen MD, Jon Kabat-
Zinn MD, and Dean Ornish, MD, who 

have been pioneers in this area.ò
— KAREN E. ADAMS, M.D.    

Center for Ethics in Health Care, 
Oregon Health Sciences University

ñCohen does for medicine what Kuhn 
did for science in The Structure of  

Scientiýc Revolutions.ò 
— ROSEMARIE TONG, PH.D.

Distinguished Professor in Health Care Ethics,
 University of North Carolina

ñMichael Cohen eloquently explores 
pathways to healing ð a universal  
human desire. He opens our eyes 
to new ways to think about health 
ð beyond the exclusivity of science 
and medicine to a wonderful array  

of different traditions and 
methodologies.ò

— LAWRENCE O. GOSTIN
Assoc. Dean, Georgetown University Law Center, 
Director of Center for Law and the Public’s Health

òNegotiation of  the new health care is not only about þnancial or insurance reform or even about access to  
medical treatment. It deals with the borderland between medicine and religion, between the scientiþc and the mystical, 
between knowledge that is considered objective and publicly accessible and privately accessible, and between outer 
and inner, material and spiritual, overt and covert, and quantiþ able and perhaps immeasurable.  This borderland lacks 
clear rules, in both a clinical and legal sense; it requires an integration of  emerging understandings of  consciousness 
and an appreciation of  conceptualizations in medical traditions of  innate forces, such as acupuncture’s chi.  It evokes 

tolerance and health care pluralism and, therefore, controversy.”
— Michael H. Cohen




